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Infinite variety

     Techplaydownload 
the free 
app today

Airheads Jump
Crazy Labs, iOS
52.3mb
Free   

Hohokum (G)
Honeyslug and Sony Santa Monica

PlayStation 3, PlayStation 4, PlayStation 
Vita, RRP $19.45

Graphics  
Gameplay  
Longevity  
OverAll     

ComScore’s Mobile App Report released this month found that of the US’s mobile app 
users, 62.6 million had iPhones while 76.1 million used an Android device. It also found 
that iPhone users earned a higher income than Android users and spent nine hours 
more each month engaging with mobile apps.

It’s tough to choose a smartphone 
when there are so many factors to take 
into account.

That’s why most of us just throw up
our hands and take an iPhone or a 
Galaxy — and yes, they are two of the 
best phones on the market.

A smartphone that you might not
have noticed is the Kogan Agora 4G, a 
low-cost Android device that packs a 
fair bit of punch for just $229.

In terms of aesthetics, it looks  the
same as their last phone, the Agora (no 
4G), and they’ve ditched the dual sim 
option, which is a strong decision.

It has a 12.7cm screen that stretches
edge to edge, and was designed in 
collaboration with BenQ.

It’s a good-looking phone with 
decent specs and a price tag that’s hard 
to ignore.

It’s running Android KitKat 4.4.2 
with 1GB of RAM and 8GB of internal 
memory. That’s a very small starting 
point. Once you get a music library of 
about 1000 songs, you’ll be pretty 
restricted — for example, you won’t be 
able to take photos. 

So if you’re going to buy it, I’d 
recommend having a Micro SD card 
ready to go. It will give you up to 
another 64GB.

It has two cameras, 8 mega pixel 
rear facing, and 1.3 mega pixels front 
facing. It’s fairly light at 135g — most 
phones sit between 110g and 200g.

Battery life is pretty good, you’ll get
a full day of use out of it, which is 
pretty much all we expect these days.

What the low price means is that 
you don’t get all the new features in 
high-end phones. So there’s no finger-

print scanner, no heart-rate monitor, 
no battery-saving mode and its 
speakers are pretty low quality.

If you were dealing with a difference
of $100, you might buy the more 
expensive phone to get those features, 
but when the difference is more like 
$600 it’s worth considering doing 
without them.

Compared with other entry-level 
smartphones, the Agora 4G comes up 
pretty well in terms of hardware and 
aesthetics.

Its key competitors are the Moto E,
which is $179, the Moto G at $249 and 
the Nexus 5 at $399.

So the Agora is the second 
cheapest, and it’s probably the best of 
the bunch, though it is a close call with 
the Nexus 5, which is also worth 
checking out.

Calling for value 

There’s nothing particularly remarkable 
about Airheads Jump but it’s fun and it 
does have a certain charm.

It’s tilt-based, so think Doodle Jump.
Your goal is to move up the 

screen/level until you reach the top. 
This game isn’t endless so you can

reach the top at some point, but there 
are 100 levels that increase in difficulty 
and throw up some tough obstacles.

It’s a good app to have up your 
sleeve when you’re between games 
you really like. 

The reason it lacks the immediately
addictive qualities of some apps is 
because, like Doodle Jump and most tilt 
games, the content is too similar to 
play extensively. 

It’s fairly easy. The most challenging
points require you to double-jump, 
which means tapping the screen to 
boost you up. 

You have objectives on the 
way up, which might be collecting 

items, accumulating coins or simply 
hitting things.

As with most free apps, there is the
option of in-app purchases, but you  
don’t need them. There’s no meter that 
measures how long you can play so you 
don’t need to pay. TW

The portable speaker market is very 
competitive and many devices make big 
claims — but few deliver.

Yamaha has recently released the 
NX-P100 speaker system that delivers 
on portability and sound quality.

It ships in green, white and black, 
weighs 500g and is just 17cm long.

The speaker has silicon shielding on
both sides, which means it’s splash-
proof, handy for outdoor parties.

The NX-P100 blasts out a thick 
rich sound on bass, highs, mids and 
low sounds.

The elevated volume 
does not come at the 
expense of sound quality.

For connectivity, the 
system has Bluetooth and 
NFC (near field 
communication) for touch-
and-play integration. For older 
devices there is a 3.5mm audio 
jack, a micro USB port for 
charging, and a USB port that will 
charge tablets or smartphones.

The NX-P100, priced at $199, can be
played for up to eight hours and it has 
an in-built microphone so you will 
never miss a call.

The only controls on the speaker 
are volume up and down, so you can 
only skip tracks by using your device.

— ASH
www.TekTime.com.au

The Agora is short on features but one — an affordable price, writes TIAHN WETZLER

Blast beats with quality control


